








Presenter
Presentation Notes
TP: MH Elig. Flexibilities for COVID-19 was updated in August.  Updates to highlight, as it’s caused confusion and this is directly from the summary document, include:
Retroactive Eligibility for Individuals Under the Age of 65: Upon request initial applicants under the age of 65 who applied on or after March 1, 2020, will have their coverage be retroactive to as early as the first day of the third calendar month before the month of application, but no earlier than March 1, 2020. 

If a member’s eligibility has been closed for more than 90 days and a new application was submitted to MassHealth, retroactive eligibility can be requested. If a member’s eligibility has been closed for less than 90 days at the time that MassHealth receives their new application, this is not considered an initial application and the request for retroactive eligibility cannot be honored. Individuals over the age of 65 can continue to request retroactive coverage as they do today.


Self-attestation for Eligibility Factors
MassHealth will accept self-attestation for all eligibility factors, except citizenship and immigration, from all individuals if we are unable to match electronically and documentation is not readily accessible to the individual. 

Standard application processes will be maintained meaning: 
 MassHealth will still use electronic data matching to verify eligibility factors at time of application. 
 Requests for Information (RFI/VC-1) will be generated when eligibility factors cannot be verified at time of application. 

For instance, if an ACA-3 application was completed over the phone, the application will still go through the normal processing of data matching to verify elig. factors and 

https://www.mass.gov/doc/masshealth-eligibility-flexibilities-for-covid-19-0/download






















https://www.mass.gov/lists/eligibility-operations-memos-by-year
https://www.mass.gov/doc/eom-20-15-permanent-family-assistance-coverage-expansion-for-masshealth-chronic-disease-and-0/download
https://www.mass.gov/lists/all-provider-bulletins
https://www.mass.gov/doc/nursing-facility-bulletin-149-family-assistance-coverage-expansion-for-nursing-facility-0/download
https://www.mass.gov/doc/chronic-disease-and-rehabilitation-inpatient-hospital-bulletin-90-family-assistance-coverage-0/download
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MRC operates three waivers:
Traumatic Brain Injury Waiver (TBI Waiver)
Acquired Brain Injury Non-Residential Waiver (ABI-N Waiver)
Moving Forward Plan Community Living Waiver (MFP-CL Waiver)
Two other related waivers are operated by the Department of Developmental Services:
Acquired Brain Injury Residential Habilitation Waiver (ABI-RH Waiver)
Moving Forward Plan Residential Supports Waiver (MFP-RS Waiver)

The ABI and the MFP waivers can only be entered from a nursing or rehab hospital facility. People in the community with a Traumatic Brain Injury can become eligible for the TBI waiver.

Home and Community Based Waivers
Acquired Brain Injury – Non-Residential Waiver – This program helps people eligible for MassHealth with acquired brain injury (ABI) to move back to the community from a facility setting and receive community-based services. The program provides services to individuals who can move to their own home or apartment or to the home of someone else.  This can include participants receiving Adult Foster Care services. The program is operated by the Massachusetts Rehabilitation Commission.
Acquired Brain Injury- Residential Waiver – This program helps people eligible for MassHealth with acquired brain injury (ABI) to move back to the community from a facility setting and receive community-based services. The program provides services to individuals who need supervision and staff support 24 hours a day, seven days a week in a residential setting.  Residential support services can include living in a group home with up to 4 individuals, an assisted living residence, or shared living with 24 hour supports.  The program is operated by the Department of Developmental Services.
Adult Supports Waiver – This program provides community support for people eligible for MassHealth with an intellectual disability.  It supports people who can live in their family home, in the home of someone else, or their own home and who do not need supervision 24 hours a day, seven days a week. The Adult Supports Waiver is operated by the Department of Developmental Services.
Children’s Autism Spectrum Disorders Waiver - This program provides intensive in-home and other services to children with autism covered by MassHealth.  The Children’s Autism Waiver is operated by the Department of Developmental Services.
Community Living Waiver – This program provides supportive services to people eligible for MassHealth with an intellectual disability who can live in their family home, in the home of someone else, or their own home, and who do not need supervision 24 hours a day, seven days a week. The program is operated by the Department of Developmental Services.
Frail Elder Waiver - This program helps people age 60 and older covered by MassHealth to receive health care and support services in their homes. It is for people who would meet the criteria for nursing home care but prefer to live in the community. The program supports elders through services to assist with self-care and everyday tasks. The Frail Elder Waiver is operated by the Executive Office of Elder Affairs Home Care Program.
Intensive Supports Waiver – This program provides flexible and necessary supports and services to adults eligible for MassHealth with an intellectual disability who require supervision and access to support 24 hours a day, 7 days per week.  People in this program may reside in out-of-home residential settings or in their family home with a comprehensive array of supports. The Intensive Supports Waiver is operated by the Department of Developmental Services.
Money Follow the Person (MFP) Residential Supports Waiver - This program helps adults eligible for MassHealth to move back to the community from a facility setting and receive community-based services.  Qualified community residences include supervision and staffing 24 hours a day, seven days a week in a home with up to 4 residents.  This program is operated by the Department of Developmental Services.
Money Follow the Person (MFP) Community Living Waiver - This program helps adults eligible for MassHealth move back to the community from a facility setting to live in a qualified residence and receive community-based services. This program is operated by the Massachusetts Rehabilitation Commission.
Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI) Waiver – This program provides community services to people eligible for MassHealth with a traumatic brain injury who meet the criteria for nursing facility or hospital care but prefer to live in the community. The program provides individuals with a traumatic brain injury the support services they need to live safely in their homes and the community. The TBI Waiver is operated by the Massachusetts Rehabilitation Commission.
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NOTES: If applicants are applying for MassHealth through the Kaileigh Mulligan or PACE programs, the applicant does not have to fill out the Long-Term Care Supplement. 
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Notes: The following populations w Children no longer eligible due to age (19yr) who are in the following CHIP coverage types: CommonHealth and Family Assistance, will be selected for review.
Most of these members will be downgraded or terminated depending on household composition and their FPL%.  
For the CommonHealth CHIP children who will be downgraded or terminated, some may be eligible for MassHealth Standard due to the disabled adult household composition rules.  
 
New Exclusion to the COVID Emergency Workaround in HIX Cont’d 
 
Another exclusion to the COVID Emergency Workaround will be woman who are in the following CHIP Aid Categories due to their unborn child. These women who are no longer eligible due to no longer being pregnant will be selected by the pregnancy end batch job or the post-partum end batch job and will not be included in the daily COVID Emergency Workaround. 
 
H1, J1, H4, J4- Standard
 
The age-out batch job and the pregnancy end batch job will be run weekly until the COVID emergency is lifted. The post-partum batch job will be run monthly. The first batch job will select approximately 2,500 members for age-out due to the backlog. The pregnancy batch jobs will select approximately 1,800 members. The expectation moving forward is that these batch jobs will select about 150 members weekly. The numbers may increase to around 300 members for the last week of the month since the post-partum batch runs on the last day of the month. 
 

Additionally, children no longer eligible due to age (19yr) who are in the following CHIP Aid Categories and woman who are in the following CHIP Aid Categories due to their unborn child will be selected by the age out batch job and not included in the daily COVID Emergency Workaround. Below are the aid cats that should not be protected if downgraded or terminated:
 
50, E1, E4, EL, EM- CommonHealth
93, 90, 75, 78, V2- Family Assistance
H1, J1, H4, J4- Standard
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TP: The ongoing MassHealth Renewal process will be paused in October during the Health Connector’s Final Eligibility and will resume in November.






https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/economic-impact-payments-what-you-need-to-know
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https://www.irs.gov/coronavirus/non-filers-enter-payment-info-here
https://www.irs.gov/coronavirus/non-filers-enter-payment-info-here




https://www.mass.gov/coronavirus-disease-covid-19-and-masshealth
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/masshealth-coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19-applicants-and-members




https://www.mass.gov/info-details/stop-the-spread
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/covid-19-printable-fact-sheets#wear-a-mask-


https://www.mass.gov/covid-19-getting-help-with-housing-costs
https://files.constantcontact.com/67e1ee08001/0959480b-2b48-412c-bcfa-9f2b8c2c7e12.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/67e1ee08001/e6aafbdc-e576-43d6-9175-41e887e296b1.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/67e1ee08001/345503c4-4c59-4f60-99d5-4070065121a4.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/67e1ee08001/010d085e-85e7-448f-8f6a-cfcda0552d44.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/67e1ee08001/7b642889-a15a-4c8d-9be2-d02b4adef9d4.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/67e1ee08001/cfddbeb4-3a98-4eaa-8a26-9f59b837a5bf.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/67e1ee08001/38ad1eff-0b34-447e-bb7e-06c00dd59358.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/67e1ee08001/a8ed20aa-bbfd-41a1-93b5-bcb144b70d72.pdf
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